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SYSTEM STATUS BULLETIN No. 304 

 

Thursday, 11 December 2014: Today Eskom releases its 304th update on the state of 

the power system. Eskom’s system status bulletin is released twice a week in line with its 

commitment to regular and transparent communication on the power system, which is 

expected to be constrained for the foreseeable future. 

 

The system is expected to be tight for the next few days, however the risk of load 

shedding is low. This is due to the increase in plant availability as a number of units that 

were on maintenance have been returned to service since Monday.  

 

Consumers can help alleviate pressure from the system by reducing their electricity usage 

as much as they can. Eskom will provide regular updates on the status of the power 

system through all the media platforms. 

 

Eskom calls on all South Africans to pull together over the next few months and use 

electricity sparingly by “Living Lightly” this summer. Less is more this summer and 

homeowners and businesses can do so with just four steps: first, switching off geysers and 

pool pumps; second, switching off non-essential lights; third, efficient use of air-

conditioners by keeping the room temperature at 23⁰C; and finally, responding to the 

alerts on TV each evening. 

 

 
 

Trends in the supply and demand of power in South Africa are as follows:  

 

Today (Thursday 11 December): The capacity available to meet this evening’s peak 

demand is 31 555 MW (including open cycle gas turbines) while demand is forecast at 30 
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045 MW. Current planned maintenance stands at 5 115 MW. Unplanned outages are 6 

528 MW.  

 

The demand in electricity tends to decrease from Friday, going into the weekend. The 

capacity available from Friday, through to Sunday, is therefore expected to meet forecast 

demand as follows (please note that these are estimates and will likely differ from the 

actual figures): 

 

Tomorrow (Friday 12 December): The capacity available to meet tomorrow’s evening 

peak demand is 29 549 MW (including open cycle gas turbines) while demand is forecast 

at 28 957 MW.  

 

Saturday (13 December): The capacity available to meet that evening’s peak demand is 

29 354 MW (including open cycle gas turbines) while demand is forecast at 27 450 MW.  

 

Sunday (14 December): The capacity available to meet that evening’s peak demand is 29 

354 MW (including open cycle gas turbines) while demand is forecast at 27 642 MW.  

 

We expect demand in electricity to be in line with expectations for this time of the year. We 

urge customers to reduce their electricity usage throughout the day to help ease pressure 

on the system. Peak demand and available capacity for the rest of this week is forecast at 

(please note that these are estimates and will likely differ from the actual figures): 

 

Monday (15 December): The capacity available to meet that evening’s peak demand is 

29 102 MW (including open cycle gas turbines) while demand is forecast at 28 405 MW.  

 

Tuesday (16 December): The capacity available to meet that evening’s peak demand is 

28 912 MW (including open cycle gas turbines) while demand is forecast at 27 838 MW.   

 

Wednesday (17 December): The capacity available to meet that evening’s peak demand 

is 29 087 MW (including open cycle gas turbines) while demand is forecast at 28 948 MW. 
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Yesterday (Wednesday 10 December): Peak demand of 29 921 MW met by available 

capacity of 31 741 MW.  

 

Tuesday (9 December): Peak demand of 29 832 MW met by available capacity of 30 464 

MW. 

 

Monday (8 December): Peak demand was reduced down to 28 434 MW met by available 

capacity of 28 982 MW (some plant was reduced to manage primary energy constraints).  

 

Eskom continues to make progress with its programme of planned maintenance but the 

system remains tight. We urge all South Africans to partner with us to save 10% of their 

electricity usage throughout the day.  This will make it significantly easier to manage the 

power system during this challenging time, while also enabling us to do planned 

maintenance to ensure the reliability of our plant. For tips on how to trim 10% off your 

consumption, visit http://www.eskomidm.co.za/residential 

 

ENDS 
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